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(Born between September 1, 2007 and August 31, 2008)     

        Welcome to Sunday School and Childcare!   

St. Paul’s provides continual care on Sundays throughout the morning while adults attend the 8:30 or 11:05 worship services, and Sunday School is held during the 9:45 hour. Room J-116 is located just inside the main doors to the Jones Building.  Childcare for church meetings and gatherings throughout the week is also available by prior arrangement.  The time spent at church is an important step in your child’s development, as 2-year-olds learn to associate “my church” with a feeling of love and acceptance.  At this age, children understand simple Bible stories, enjoy the freedom of exploring the activities in a safe, age-appropriate environment, and are learning to play with other children.  During the morning, a Bible story and picture card will be shared and sent home for you to use during the week.  

Childcare staff members and volunteer Sunday School teachers will provide a comforting, enriching experience for your child.  Our professional childcare staff members, supervised by Jeanette Gradney, receive annual training in infant/child safety, first aid and CPR and have many years of experience providing love and nurture for St. Paul’s children.  In addition, all staff members and volunteers in contact with children are required to complete the Safe Sanctuary training process which includes a background check. 

On weekdays, the classrooms are shared with St. Paul’s School, one of the first preschools in the nation to receive accreditation from NAEYC under the new rigorous standards.  Our rooms are safe, sparkling clean and stocked with age-appropriate materials for your child’s enjoyment.  Children enjoy playing outdoors, so we often walk down the hall to J-103 to spend time on the attached toddler playground when the weather permits (a sign on the door will indicate a trip to the playground). 

When you arrive, please sign in on the clipboard near the door, make a nametag for your child and label all possessions.  Be sure to share any allergies, special needs or concerns with the staff.  For extra peace of mind, you may leave a cell phone or pager number (set on vibrate during church).  At pick-up time, sign out on the same clipboard.  

The staff is experienced in helping with separation issues which are a normal part of growing up and a sign that your child loves you!  If we are unable to make your child comfortable and happy, we will page you.  Otherwise, relax and know that your child is in caring and competent hands.  After a few mornings at church, most children adapt well and even look forward to coming.

When snacks are served, they consist of Cheerios or crackers and water to drink.  You may bring a snack or drink from home and the staff will follow your schedule for feeding.  The staff will change diapers or pull-ups promptly using sanitary procedures, and will assist children ready to use the child-size flush toilet.  Let us know how we can support you and your child in toilet training.  We do ask that children are not brought to the room when they have any symptoms that may be contagious. 

You are invited to participate in parenting seminars, preschooler/parent Musikgarten classes, Kids Night Out and other programs at the church.  A number of our annual seasonal celebrations are just perfect for 2-year-olds.  For adult gatherings, please let us know if you will need childcare.  Check the children’s newsletter and website (www.stpaulshouston.org) regularly for details about a variety of enriching opportunities.  

The church staff is happy to offer information on baptism, getting involved at St. Paul’s, or other areas where we can be of help; contact Ellen Edwards, Director of Children’s Ministry, or any staff member.  We look forward to being a part of your family’s life and will enjoy the time we spend with your child as we all grow in faith together. 

